Approved For Release 2005/07/01 : CIA-RDP91 -00901 R000700060070-1 


ARTICLE APPEARED 
OK PAG E W-A 


THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 
22 October 1981 


Get the good guys - - 



- , i . „ 


■». t 


By Jeff Greenfield 




... . seem to Re the case; It‘s words,- not 

Suppose two former agents of the* de f d vpnn a in f f 1 l e hfif Ciald0 - m 'J' orried - ' 
Central Intelligence-Agency decided'. c, y ‘ £ _ ln * act> JJf 

.to get 'rich by* patting- their, deadly 'Sfnf CL ^- 

skills at the service of a sworn enemy fiL rf ovei L to ~ 

1 of - the Uni ted' States? Suppose they, l h ! °, th f. P rorit * 

’used, their contact3-within-the CIA sneo/revea^nn h h t° U f ^ 1 
and the Green Berets to obtain weap- .Pf- lasstfteddata, hrf 

6ns, - high-technology- 5 devices ' and f ^contract he had signed - 

experts in killing to. train terrorists- ,.j a “° f 

lor this hostile nation. Suppose some *. •*;*:' ~ 

enterprising journalists got wind of,;: And, even without a contract, the 
this conspiracy 1 and began publish- ‘.court held,' any. government employ- 
ring exposes:- *.•> >' ■ - i < ee could be said to have an "implied:”-’ 

contract with the government, bar- 


'•mg exposes: 

- What should the government do?. . 

Depending upon- the outcome of a nn S , from revealing what He had 
"forthcoming 'congressional debate, learnedA-Just this week, 'a Justice 
the answer could be: bring criminal. ..department official, warned all for-, 
charges- against the? journalists. me E government officials to 'cleaR 
That’s right— the journalists. ‘ Y - ?i * h ®*f memoirs with -the Reagan ad- : 

In recent years', concern has grown ministration before publication or 
over the practice of revealing the face federal suits; f - V - 
identities of former intelligence . .-When it comes to real, as opposed J 
agents of the United States, a practice to published,, dynamite; however, the? 
exemplified by renegade CIA opera- ' folks in Washington seem positively^ 
live Philip Agee, .who now lives in complacent .. Earlier, • this month i 
Europe and regularly publishes such former CIA Deputy-Director Veraon- 
material. Unquestionably, - Agee Walters, said,- JThere’s-vno way .you 
means to harm the interests of the can .say ‘You 1 can’t * do business 
United States; and few quarrel with . .abroad”’ Forbidding one-time agents 
the government’s right to- restrict- from selling -weapons-, abroad, he 
the activities of government employ- said, “would be a restriction on the 
ees with access to classified informa- individual’s freedom:.’* (Mr. Walters’ 
tion. . .. ... _ ... , ; ..view., might, have . something . to .doj 

In its zeal to-put a stop to such ac- - with the, fact that heeamed $300,000 ‘ 
tivities, however, the House of Repre- ■ -Tn 1980 from brokering, a legal arms 
sentatives passed a bill which would ^;.saje to Morocco.) i *. .? JA .. .I .• 


r , VJJ.C AliJuav yi *‘TVV 1 «WUI Uii j 

sentatives passed a bill which would --Sale to Morocca) ... ..... ,. . vlj . , 

make it a . crime, for anyone -— ex- All this suggests an inventive read 
agent and reporter alike -A to reveal- ing'. of the Constitution. Reporters: 
the identity of present ’ or ’former and former government, employees 
agents. This bill would apply wheth:* caiube.-;kept . from: exposing -acts 
er a reporter gor hisr- information ■" which harm the interests of the Uni t?- 
from classified data- or by ferreting- ed States. But when it comes to teach- 
out. the information from public-' ing the most fanatical enemies of our. 


sources. It would apply whether 
; there was any intention to harm the 
intelligence activities of the United 
States or not; . ,. . ... 

v It- would even’ apply '’if. reporters 
"were expcsing. former agents who. 

(had' turned , on their own country. 

This is* in fact, no hypothetical case.- 

Two former CIA operatives — now „ „ . 7 , . 

-fugitives— are under indictthent for '•' h i suppose there's some consolation' 
bringing large quantities of men and - in all this For years, journalists have 
materiel to Libya and training terror-^ bemoaned the futtlitr of-tiieir .crafi.: 

Approvt&ftto^ote^mmmi 

-government might regard the' busi*- ! reports they^eomplain, Compared to 
ness of arming the minfons of CoL^ the force of arms?- Now* we can^stop 

Moammar Khadafv- Withi-a'-.tAtij-ti' tvr.rrvinci .'Paco.! v 


country the .tools of bombing, com 
mando warfare and hijacking, the 
Bill of Rights reigns supreme.- And- 
■ should any intrepid reporter stumble 
across former, agents helping Libya’ 
- concoct an assassination plot against 
America or its allies, it; is the report-; 
i ers — not the trained killers — who 
might feel the force of official wrath. 





